A Study on Relationship of Legal System and Income Equality by 施文泼
学校编码：10384                           分类号      密级         
学号：200241013                                   UDC        
 
 
厦  门  大  学 
硕  士  学  位  论  文 
                                       
法律制度与收入平等关系研究 
A Study on Relationship of Legal System  
and Income Equality 
施 文 泼 
 
指导教师姓名：杨志勇副教授 
专 业  名 称：财  政  学  
论文提交日期：2005 年 4 月 
论文答辩时间：2005 年 5 月 
学位授予日期：2005 年    月 
 
 
答辩委员会主席：             
                   评    阅    人：             
 
 












































































How to promote equality of income is a topic that draws everybody’s eye. 
This dissertation compares the efficiency of two major redistributive policy 
instruments – tax-and-transfer system and legal system. 
With respect to this question, a conventional view is that tax-and-transfer 
system is a more desirable income redistributive policy instrument than legal 
system, that it can promote equality of income more effectively. Thus, the goal 
of reducing income inequality should be always accomplished through 
tax-and-transfer system. 
However, this dissertation argues that, the conventional view neglects a fact 
that income inequality may result from different matters. It could be a result of 
market competition or be caused by opportunity inequality among competition. 
When it comes to income inequality caused by market competition, 
tax-and-transfer system is a better redistributive policy instrument. But a 
tax-and-transfer system can hardly promote equality of opportunity, so that it is 
largely ineffective in reducing income inequality resulted from opportunity 
inequality among competition. Our further analysis in this dissertation suggests 
that, with respect to income inequality resulted from opportunity inequality, it is 
more effective in reducing income inequality indirectly by promoting equality of 
opportunity through legal system, than in redistributing income directly through 
tax-and-transfer system. The conclusion of this dissertation is that, an optimal 
policy instrument to promote income equality is a combination of legal system 
and tax-and-transfer system, with the legal system to eliminate inequality of 
opportunity so as to promote equality of income, and the tax-and-transfer system 
to reduce income inequality caused by market competition under equal 
opportunity. 













problem of income inequality in China. Nowadays, the situation of income 
inequality is severe in China. On one hand, it is resulted from competition under 
market economy, on the other hand and what is more important, it is also caused 
by a host of opportunity inequalities that come into being during the period of 
economic transition. However, our legal system has defects in eliminating 
inequality of opportunity and what is more, it even exacerbates inequality of 
opportunity, while the tax-and-transfer system is also too defective in 
institutional design to reduce income inequality. We analyze these in details and 
put forward some corresponding reasonable proposals to perfect our legal 
system and tax-and-transfer system in promoting equality of income. 
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